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Main ideas

Teaching and learning in Summerhill are very different from what is usually experi-
enced by the staff and pupils in more traditional types of schools. A visitor to the 
school might be struck by the following observations: 

Teachers and pupils consider themselves as peers; the relationship between them mm
is not based on hierarchy and privileges; 
There is a strong feeling of unity, everyone following the same rules and obeying mm
the same laws, either as a teacher or as a pupil; 
Children do not feel excluded; they participate in open talks on psychology and mm
various other topics and consequently, learn a lot about themselves and others;
Children should not be forced into learning by educators; on the contrary, they mm
should be given the chance to decide freely on what they want to discover or 
know about; 
Too much guidance on the part of adults produces robots and conformistsmm

Personal opinion and branching out

Even though learning at Summerhill School might sound brilliant for all the trust it 
places in children’s capacity to decide for themselves, we might question some of 
its principles or methods and discuss a few points: 

If children were not forced to go to lessons, would they ever attend classes at mm
all? 
If children were given too much freedom, would adults not run the risk of fashion-mm
ing ignorant pupils? 
Personal experience: mm

When I was a child at school, I used to be a rebel… / be very obedi-mm
ent… / abide by the school rules very willingly,…; 
As a child, I would have learned better if I had been educated in a more mm
informal environment / in a stricter school… / if I had had stricter guid-
ance… / if I had been able to make my own choices,…

Questions

As a future schoolteacher, what educational values do you believe in?mm
What are the main qualities required to be a good teacher? mm
 What are the main difficulties in being a good teacher?mm
What is your idea of a successful education? mm

Listening

Reading of the dialogue.mm
Listen to what a native speaker thinks about the documents. mm



Reproduction interdite © 2009. CRDP de l'académie de Montpellier

l’épreuve orale de langue au crpe épreuve d’anglais

15

 Prononciation 

D. JONES, English Pronouncing Dictionary, 16th 
edition, Cambridge University Press, 2003 
Ouvrage de référence pour la prononciation et 
l’accentuation. Transcription phonétique de près de 
60 000 mots.

BOWLER, CUNNINGHAM, Headway Pronunciation 
Course (CD et livret), Oxford University Press, 2000.
Ensemble d’activités pour travailler la phonologie à 
partir d’exercices systématiques et de scènes de la 
vie quotidienne.

 Grammaire 

S. PERSEC, Petite grammaire anglaise de l’écrit et de 
l’oral, Ophrys, 2006 

La grammaire de l’anglais (Le Robert & Nathan), 
Nathan, 1996

PERSEC Sylvie, Grammaire Raisonnée de l’anglais 
DEUG, classes préparatoires, Ophrys, 2003

 Partie langagière 

Annexes d’un livre de Terminale pour réviser les 
fonctions langagières utiles au commentaire oral.

 Langue des médias 

Lire la presse anglo-saxonne, Axel Delmotte, 
Studyrama, 2006

Il est particulièrement recommandé de lire / 
écouter/ regarder la presse anglo-saxonne 
- BBC Worldservice 
- www.news.bbc.co.uk 
- Guardian Weekly, etc

 Civilisation 

Fiches de civilisation américaine et britannique, 
Ellipses, 2006

J. CROWTHER, Guide to British and American Culture, 
Oxford University Press, 2005

Oxford Guide to British and American Culture 
CD-ROM, OUP, 2006

 Dictionnaires 

Une banque de données intéressantes pour 
améliorer ses connaissances linguistiques (lexique, 
syntaxe, communication) :

Essential Activator, Longman, 1998

 Dictionnaire bilingue 

Robert & Collins

 Dictionnaire unilingue 

Macmillan Students’ Dictionary

 Quelques sites utiles 

Pour des informations d’ordre culturel 
http://elt.britcoun.org.pl/elt/

http://www.bbc.co.uk/wolrldservice/
learningenglish/newsenglish/index.shtml

Lien vers les sites des journaux anglophones en 
ligne 
http://newslink.org/

Une leçon par jour sur les grands faits d’actualité 
conçue par un anglophone 
http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com

Pour développer des connaissances en langue 
http://bellenglish.com

Pour améliorer sa prononciation 
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk

Dictionnaires en ligne dans toutes les langues 
http://www.lexilogos.com
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